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As a student of the' Street Institution, .the Black child cannot, afford to 
lag behind. He must keep up with its demanding schedule, for his failure to do 
so only makes his survival more tedious. He either survives or he does not. 

His classroom is his .total environment; the alleys, pool halls, taverns, tenement 
and the streets in which he lives. By the age of twelve he has usually taken all 
the required courses and is prepared to face the challenges which are thrusted 
upon him. However, graduation -from the Street Institution never comes for most . 
.Black children. Instead, the Black child spends the major portion of his life 
repeating the same courses, so that by the time he reaches adulthood it is almost 
impossible for him to change his orientation to life. He is caught in an 
endless cycle that seldom deviates. 


As influential as the Street Institution is in helping Black children to 
cope with a system of oppression, it must be abolished. The Street Institution 
only serves as a survival artery, but does not help a child to go beyond its 
closed boundaries . The function of the Street Institution is to help a child 
cope with oppression but not to overcome it. In fact, its very existence is 
counter to any movement that seeks to gain total liberation for Black people. 

The Street Institution is a product of oppression find as such can only operate 
as fin artificial panacea. It cannot help a child plan for the future because 
it is so immersed in the daily struggle for survival. It cannot muster an offen- 
sive because it is constantly being put on the defensive. The Street Institution 
recognizes oppression, accepts it, and then' develops a coping posture to survive 
in spite of it. 

But the Black child must be given an opportunity to live as a free human 
being. To only prepare him for survival is to negate his chances for living 
tomorrow. To merely make accommodations in his environment is like telling him 
that he will always have a fragmented life. 

If we are to ever fully realize the talents of Black, children, we must 
develop positive alternative structures which will help them rise above their 
present environment . These new institutions must teach a child more than just 
how to survive, but how to take command of himself so he. can begin to 
strengthen his community through positive and concrete actions. The goal of 
alternative institutions must be committed toward the making cf a new Black 
child; one free from identity conflict, self-persecution and a feeling of 1 
hopelessness. Ibis, of course, will be difficult. The Street Institution is 
so firmly entrenched in the Black community that it will take major surgery 
to change it. However , this must be done if we as Black, people are to ever 
achieve any resemblance of nationhood. 


Tod n\ though many of us talk about nation building, 
to be misguided in directions which make this sound ludricr 
imagine a nation being built from Superflys , Slaughters and 
Black super dudes may re beating the man on the screen, but 
only caricatures of < fantasy invented by those who oppress 


Black youths continue 
ous . Can you 
Shafts? These 
in reality they are 
us. We must begin 
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to help a young "brother understand that being a mack is not synonymous with being 
Black. And that Isaac Kayes (Black Moses) can only lead him to the record store 
to be shafted. And that hair straighteners will never correct the distortions 
we have been subjected to. But, of course, we cannot expect our youth* to 
aspire to" become anything else when many adults emulate these same distorted 

images . 

Ho, I do not blame our youths for the decisions they make and the directions 
they take. Instead, I place this onus on the adults for their own indecisiveness 
and blindness. Nation building implies a process fo social , economic, cultural 
ond political "development which is transferred from one generation to the next. 

The nation must begin at the adult level- il it is co be reenforced by the youths. 
Adults must exemplify, through their actions and institutions, the form which 
the nation will take. A youth is only the product of his environment, of course, 
the environment which be lives in is one that has been infected with racism and 
oppression. As- such, it is atypical and demands , on the part of its ^ inhabitants , 
a str ng will and great preserverance. But we cannot become so conditioned to 
the "I’m oppressed sny drome" that we fail to develop alternative stiuctures 
which will allovr us to take control over our destinies. And these structures 
must be seen as more than "life preserves" to carry us through another day. They 
must be systematically woven into every fabric in our community to weave a 
collective garment which can bring us all closer together. 

This is why Pan Afrikanisia is so vital. For it contains a soui ce oi energy 
which can help us develop collective strategics, collective resources and ^ 

collective aspirations . It can help us to draw from tne strengths in ow family 
structure; make cur churches more relevant to our needs (or destroy them); an 
build schools which develops the true potential of our youths. But most ^ of ^ all , 
it can heir us begin to seriously plot a course of social processes, typical o. 
many Afrikan societies , which will enable a youth to mature in a manner that is 
consistant with our goals for liberation. The struggle we face, as Black people, 
will continue to be a long and tedious one. We must make every effort to 
preserve each victory' ve achieve. And what better assurance can we have than a 
new generation of strong and committed Black youths to coyer our flanks . 

Suggestions for changing Die Street Institution: 


1) 


), ' 
■’ / 
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Organise youth groups around Pan Afrikan concepts. 

Start a Pan Afrikan youth group in your school or church. 

(use traditional means, if necessary). 

. . *o grams to reach the "une loved" and "drop-out". (.This is not 

1 s.i ole . however, it takes great patience , creativity and sincerity j 
• ve youth groups to offer their services to adults; thereby creating a 
more positive relationship between the two groups. 

Develop family programs around Afrikan traditions, whenever possible. 
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OUR NERD -FOR I.DKOLOG T CAI. AND ECONOMIC CONSOLIDATION 


“Thr* unified consciousness (collective ideological clarity) .. . 

creates, io., producer, goods and services (objects) that serve to 
bring it inti material existence, as an ^tornative naterial cttltJiES 
(iurt as it seeks to be an alternative spiritual and intellectual 
culture -i- values, way of life, institutions) to the one that enslaves 
„ \ 

“The unified conscious nos* produces and creates, it m a producer . 

The collective unified consciousness •( ideology of the crgamzotxon, 
creates from its values a vav of life and institutions - well as 
products + obiects + renewed consciousness . tjL on 1 

line determines everyth i no* - Politics must be nut in control . ‘• c ' 

onTtv“of ^cor^~i’o\Tr7f'. e ^ tKc strength of the collective will, creates 
and reproduces itself in the material wor id , Part of the orcsi.n.*. 
process is the creation of the revolu tionarv cadre in community a* ter 
community creatine a new consciousness, with revolutionary needs, xn 
each case developing the need for new products which are creation ox 

the unified consciousness . " . '. . . 

We need ideoloaical unification and economic consolidation, and 
we are wr i t i na this naoer to point out some of the benefits ox the 
economic consolidation that will a row out of our unified conscious- 
ness. We are starting small businesses in an era when small business^ 
is declining under the pressure of mono no Iv capitalism. hut, the 
is that we must sec these businesses onlv as a martial economic base 
to sustain our cadres. Our strength, if wo would use it, is the Con- 
cross of Afrikan People, and its revolutionary • ideology which advocates 
Nationalism, PanAf r ikanism, and it jaman-Pocialism . As we focus on the 
correct ideological and political line, using the strength or a unified 
consciousness, our economic direction is much clearer and meaningful 
to the revolution. 

With these small businesses, our Afro-Shoes and Concessions, anu ^ ? 

newsnaner, publishing companies, printing companies, etc., we are harasseo 
by the reality of being a small business in the era of monopoly capi- 
talism, i.e., credit, front money, track record, inability to get whole- 
sale discounts, inability to buv stock because of minimum orocr require- 
ments, and our qoneral ignorance of real economic practice because we 
have been excluded from these areas. I, nokina at our cadres we sell some 
basic linos of merchandise, that should bo controlled hv collective buv- 
inq within the CA P Common : arket structure. Collectivizing the pure na so 
of cur merchandise can come about with basic level of u?<.' • ormitv. ano 
it would multiolv our buvina newer more than ton Id, ■" 'Olutionarv 
books \frikan clothing and ca re uniform:.., ma azir.es and newspapers, 
posters and stationery, incense, bodv and coconut oil, records, lexyuv, 
leather roods , potterv, baskets, small furnishings , and sculpture and 
paintings. 
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we would establish' one cadre as the purchasing agent for these 
lines of merchandise guided by the ideology ot our organisation, 
and' that agent would use our collective money to get the best financial 
discounts, buy in guantity, and order key items like revolutionary 
Tar.sa n i a n 

-j r \ * * 


Afrikan periodicals iron Tar.sanian and Cuinoa. One cadre must trans- 
act all our importing and buxla the necensarv x ..lonsaxps with /. riKan 


to kc^p a stead v f 3 ov of Af r .than culture into tnis country. 

One’ publishing company that, publish.-, what needs to be nublishca with 
the power of the collective money, tecmioloav, dist.ioJtio!., aave.wi ; ,i g. 
and cutting out the primitive waste, the competitive economies. Oa ■ ,rxnt 
■ no company that would supply the revolutionary communications k ra.eo 
to raise the level of political consciousness or tne oeop .,(==. 

When we produce the parts of our revolutionary cuxtuie wc must un- 
derstand the essential importance of consolidation. Only One o. u. mu 
produce body oil. only one of ns must produce _ national cress -tlC,, only 
one of us must produce the jewelry , ana tnis is u.c pru.vip .o ... '“J 

follow to build one unified ujamaa-socialist economic base. Just. =.s m 
Africa 'where v;e suffer from balkanizr.t ion , if one* nation yxcducea *±1 
the chairs and tables for the rest: of the continent, that industry would 
bo wealthv . But instead., we have nations co^etma aasxnsu each Ov.icr 
frr markets all ever the world, which m aVes us weak and vulnerable to 
Vic ious Economic exploitation,, driving the price of our products down 
and crushing our economies * Imamu bar aka points out t.iat, ^ Ac a - 
no x n t T as far as economics is concerned, and as far as aobtxcf;, we 
not reached our market. *?p have not reached all the r>eotr>/.e 


v?e have 


air cad v think thev understand National! sir and Pa nAtn ka n 
not taught them, wo have not clothed them, we have not rea tnern, wo 


What we must do 
t e r n r». 1 u j am a a code $; , 
develop and nush our 
c .1 e.a r i nq hoc s e to 


« . *, 4 ^ vs I'*?* ,3 1-, f ’ u * cc i .. y-. g 1 1 be at the hx ink. 

have not ew?> loved tnen, anon we <ao bus u.it -•>* v - j -- LA ^ , 

of revolution because we will have created truly an alternative revo- 
lutionary force...’ 1 . In- 

in the next vear , starting now is to develop in 

nay our CAP uiama.i codes, set un ujima na o jama a, 
orocucts on concessions, out too ether .a national 
ivl „ v . uv/ UJ> . 7l .ribute these coed s , a ecu i re heka Xu s and make them 
function, develop local cultural and political programs (i.e«, r ‘°^ 1 
sessions, events, seminars, forums, films, nlavs , etc.}, c.iart out a 
national tour for t he Ministers, and as soon a.<: possible create other 
businesses. The Afro-store, Food stare, Restaurant, one consolidation 
of one' publishing house, one printing business, and one r^orfvu. re- 
volutionary newspapers to oush the cutting .euges of ous xOcoIcm/. ^ 
Imamu Baraka said, "If we are serious and involved actus.jxyviU.rtvo 
lut ion v/e will do what wc must to sco tnecc tnxngs co.ag xnto being. 
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NATIONALISM PAN AFRIKANISM, U JAMA A : 

DEVELOPING AND DEFENDING INDIGENOUS IDEOLOGY 

( A Summary Of The Paper ) 

1. An indigenous ideology for Afrikan people must be based upon the wisdom 
of Afrikan peoples. This wisdom is the product of our collective memory 
which is an expression' of our historical experience for condition and 
position. The ideology thus emerges from the Afrikan culture and is a 
product of the people whom it will serve. As such it will be Afrikan 
centered. 

2. The ideology must be based upon an accurate i.e., Afro centric explana- 
tion of world history. We must assume that Afrocentric bistoury is use- 
ful to us as Eurocentric history is useful to Europeans. Universal his- 
tory is the story of victorous conquerors or would be. conquerors. 

3. The aims* objectives and goals of our ideology must be based upon Afrikan 
victory. Such a victory must enable Afrikan people to organize the world 
according to Afrikan principles. 

4. The method for achieving our goals must be designed for unilateral direc- 
tion and self reliance. We cannot end must not rely on allies to liberate 
us and give us victory. Indeed any aliens who knowingly abet our goals 
have self interests that we must guard against constantly. 

5. Whatever sciences, technologies and other weapons we procure from aliens 
must be carefully checked to see if they are useful to us. We should 
never take "g ’ fts“ just because they are given. We should get whatever 

vc nerd by any means necessary. Let us be sure that ovir ideology ac~ 
di j ; cts us so t:h it we t g t more t nan we need. 
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6. Afrikan ideology must be based on Afrikan interests. Its basic prin- 
ciple must be based on the bio-physical conditions of existence* This 
includes reproduction of Afrikan biological life as veil as production 
of life sustenance. Power over this sector of life* is a necessary con- 
dition for victory. ITjamaa which permeates the indigenous culture must 
be. our guiding principle as we engage in the successive battles of our 
struggle. It must be. the principle of the bio-physical organization of 
the world. It will be the culmination of our victory* 

7. An Afrikan ideology must guide ms in analyzing foreigh ideologies. We 
must know these ideologies because they are weapons of the enemy and 
we must have knowledge of all of his weapons. 

8. The Haitian Revolution is a model for us to test our ideological 
guidelines by. The liberation struggles of Afrikan people today are 
much mere akin to the struggles of the Haitian people than the fights 
which are being made by the European and Asian rebels. 

9. We should itahide the wisdom of our ancestors, elders and brothers before 
we embrace the idols of the alien. To do otherwise is not only disre- 
spectful it is also fatal. 
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"AFR1KAM STUDENTS ;’*• •: l 

TO STUDY i-0:; Olid PECrth;" 

My brother! My Sister! 

At this point in .our legitimate struggle for Self-determination as a race of people, needing 
to express 8, protect our own way of life... it bocot.es very dangerous for our YOUTH to bo bull- 
j nit ung. . I i ccognizo that we must push tno positives, but I see a need to expose the negative 
realities that are pictured on the cover page of this issue. Card-playing is very wasteful for 
a people iii our situation! If we don't recognize, as brother Marcus Garvey said, "The Serious- 
ness ot th.. ag,.. inwhicli we live , olucr races ev people, (ana there ARE other races in this sad 

uoi id cf on, j) who i opi eseiii. Ouier ways of living, will ay troy us, inorder to keep doing their 
own thing! 

To "put shit into the game" brother (or; sister, YOU are in school ONLY because of the strug- 
gles of our people during the Civil Rights movement of the past 2 decades! Many of our people 
in the Civil Rights thrust, suffered pain, husiil iation. . .and death, to put YOU in a position that 
they believed would do our race the most good. It is utter dis-respect. . .utter Ignorance, for 
is to reward our elders with CARD- PLAY I HG and other time wasting habits! Even brother Malcolm X 
told us, "Education is our pass-port to' the future!" He meant of course, and Afrikan education! 
■/hat our youth, (who happen to be students) should be doing, is SERIOUSLY STUDYING & ACQUIRING A 
>KII.L , to benefit those responsible for our being in school . . .Afrikan PEOPLE: He cannot do much 

,f anytMng 1f we "PARTY", ft PLAY BID WiilSH all day lung! It is an undeniable fact, that the 
if ri kan students in these schools across the country, DO spend a. great deal of time playing with 
ards, drugs, and SISTERS/BROTHERS ! Some of our i : 1 -informed brothers ft sisters may ask, "Well, 
iict c s wrong with this?" . . .1 ho answer is ou i to nlsir.. C 0 ’;;n io-ited, nnr 1 prAj • 

Our I aplG the world over, are scattered, divided ai^r. ■;;£ the; arrives, fson;o Afrikan?. hern 
l home m Am ka > & born outside of Africa don 1 !: toe--/ tk-;t v? ore the same ;>eoplo! ) and taken 
dvantage of by other races! Afrikan people need noCTOT?, C/nFD!7rns, ENGINEERS, CHEMISTS, B.~ 
LOOIsrs , ECONOMISTS POLITICAL A SO d 
an 'now that the Euro roan schools 


vc n t L,C('iu cf'.; 


in r o j vo our collective? pro:: eir.s ! 
• n- ; !. sail our people, but if 
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Nowdays, v?hsn you ask a young brother what 
h-zunts to bo when he grows up, instead of the core 
reply of, "I v.\ to play basketball, etc.", 
there is a go chi chance that he'll sav *■*!>*■ 
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jhe wants to bo " 5UPER-FLX " : 
is this so? 


;nat 
And . vh- 


Is it because he sees so much of«thr 
" super- fly" image at the movies? , o.r 
does he see this image in YOU, his 
| F/iTHEJi r BROTHER, UNCLE , or NEIGHBOR?' 

Blackmon. .. it is up to YOU, to holy: 
shape the destiny of our young bro- 
thers l , 

Will YOU help them to grow up with l 
the correct concept that the " SOPEr 
FLY" imago is one of the many dev ir 
that the European is using to keen 
divided and powerless? , or will YOU 
instill them with the childish con- 
j cept that the only purpose in life 
to DRESS FLY, TALK SLICK, and GET 
OVER ON whoever he can, whenever h» 
can? 


f We must realize 'that our youth nee-' 
t strong male images to identify wit 
i and thee wo must continue to stru< 
i for UNITY, for unity gives POWER l 
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YOU & I get serious, interna 1 izu African Ideology, {principles s values) and develop an undying 
love for out people, we CAN attune their schools, and acquire SKILLS that can be used to our 
benefit! With an Ideology, you can go anywhere and come out being yourself, rejecting yourself. 

So in conclusion, as brother '■tcboly Car rier, el tolls us, "You have a responsibility to your 
people to yet it. ..and then give it hack!" !!e must all become "A" students, fc acquire meaningful 
skills for our people! Inorder to do this ve must 1st OVERTURN OURSELVES. . .from all this bull- 
shitting, to meaningful struggle! This is our only alternative because planet Earth is composed 
of POWER RELATIONSHIPS, and them simply ain’t no POWER in the "Ace of Spades”, the latest Plat- 
forms, and all those other trinfcK-is that make us want to forgot that we as a people are entering 
the 21st Century without control of our land, (ArRIKA) as victims of Racism, aim as victims 01 
Capitalism! Afrikan Student YOU must organize Yo'sef! Asante. 


************* Mi *c*****,v« 4 ***»r^..rv*****v*r****ro**i t **o***«<r*^********^***^** i * fc * i **** ; ‘*^ 

YOU CAN ORDER Nc MUST COKE TOSEiKPR: YOU CAN OkDLR it. MUSI Ccv.c lOGEi.kR. 


All inquiries and orders should : r addressed to Sister Raldria Lumumba, Co-ordinator- Publ i cations 
Program/ BLAC" BODY/P. 0. Sex 509, .'uo., Illinois. 


JUST ONE DIME PER COPY: 


***** •• ’ : r> ' k’k'k'i'r ‘.t'-.V'x ■' ’ roVA' d ' ' r' , .:Xk'>- 


JUST ONE dime: per copy: 

OEM . PS 10 0;EL BE BILLED! 

. , . , i: . . v ... k -v .;. .... -,y x * V. ,Y * * x . A* * * * * * k k •/. * A k * v. * •/.- * k * k k k k 
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“SL'L'K Yl FIRST Ti!Y POLITICAL KINGDOM, 

AND ALL OTHER THINGS WILL BE ADDED UNTO IT!" 

— Osagyofo Kwane Nkrumah 
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During the month of September, many of our brothers & sisters, thru-out the Afrikan World, 
will be honoring the birth or our great Afrikan Statesman, Osagyefc, (The Redeemer) JCwame Nkrumah 

Osagyefo was born on September 21, 1909 in Nkoful, which is a small village in the southeast re- 
gion of Ghana, in West Afrika. 

Our brother became interested in working with youth at an early age, & at the age of 17, be- 
gan teaching at a school in Ghana for one year! Later, when he was 21, he began teaching again, 
in a Roman Catholic school in Axim. While traveling thru -out America & Europe, he began to see 
that Afrikan people had problems that related ONLY to Afrikan people, and decided that his work 
must be aimed at the uplift of Afrikan people! While in the 11. S., he helped to establish an In- 
stitute of Afrikan languages and cultures, to link Afrikan people in the diaspora, with those at 
home in the Motherland. 
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'he C.P.P., (Convention People's Par- 
changing the Colonial name, The Gold- 
agitated against the British who had 
uio.n zeJ his people. and thus uonerc-o in tne ora of Afrikan independence! 
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In February of 1906, (shortly after brother Malcolm X was assassinated in flew York) C.I.A. 
inspired puppets overthrew Osagyefo's legitimate government in Ghana. This military overthrow 
was not the desire of the masses of our brothers & sisters in Ghana, just as brother Malcolm's 
death was a plot by the European to stifle our movement for Self-determination. It is important 
to mention, that when brother Malcolm was in Afrika, he met Osagyefo, Seku lure, & many other 
progressive brothers & sisters at home in Afrika... and all evidence points to the fact that his 


death & Osagyefo's overthrow was all part of a plot to set our movement back! 

It has been said by many un-informed people, that our dear brother was a Marxist-Leninist 
political activist. This is totally incorrect! While in the Diaspora, (away from the continent 
Osagyefo, after attending a Communist meeting, concluded, "It is quite useless to associate my- 
self with a movement backed almost entirely by reactionaries, middle class lawyers, and merchant 
for my own revolutionary background & idea's would make it impossible for me to work withthem!" 
While he was in exile in Guinea, our brother continued his great work of uniting Afrika, and he 
gave the principles & goals of Pan-Afri karri sm a. philosophical & scientific foundation that is 
now known as Nkrumahism! 


Finally, .in April of 1972, Osagyefo became a young ancestor after a long illness. Before he 
departed this life he worked hard to untie the knot of European Imperialism that has strangled 
Mother Afrika for centuries! He wrote 14 books that MUST be read by all Afri kans . . .and his spiri 
continues to manifest itself! We owe it to ourselves and to Afrikan people the world over, to 
honor this warrior, and to continue his work! 
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BROTH i'iiiS & SIS! 

AFRIKA is our real 
home! AFRIKA is { 

l 

| 

our land, that wej 
were kidnapped from! She 
i3 our mother, and v/e are 
her scattered, suffering 
children! AFRIKA is the 
richest continent in the 
world, & she belongs to us:£\ 

We have to unite, and run 
the European out of our j 

motherland, because they are there trying tcS^ | 
use up her resources! Afrika ns at home, and 
abroad, must work to build up Afrika, into a 


/ nJ 


.o, •. a 

‘- l 

v'M \ V 


a, if t ; l • Jv ^,^/rk, J.( r * . Ab *U 4 j 

R : < / l l\\-' .d-v ^ ^ 

>o is V. ,v r,- w k v S ;-’" i 

l\ \M i ya xikv r \ 

\\ ' V'. ^ It V I 




\ 


world powers to insure our survival as a race! 
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MARCUS GARVEY IN 1920 

"What YOU do today that ir> v?orthwhile, inspires others to act at some future 
time. " 


"CHANCE lias never yc 
r e 1 i. a nee, t. h e vis i o 
the oppre s :■ • c d h a v e 


satisfied the hope of 
of self <" the future, 
en the light of their 


a suffering people. Action, self- 
havo been the only means by which 
own freedom. " 


"A Race without aui.li 


ity and power, is a Race without respect I" 


"This is the day of Racial activity, when each and every group of this great 
human family must exercise .ire's own initiative and influence in it's own 
protection, thereto.* e Negro as should be more determined today than they have 
ever been, because the mighty forces of the world are operating against non- 
organized groups of people.:. , who are not ambitious enough to protect their 
' 'or.n inter o s t s i " 


"The masses make the nation 
is the judgement passed on 
to nee l " • 


and the race. If the masses are illiterate, that 
the race by those who are critical of it ‘ s exis- 


"The only protection against INJUSTICE in man is POWER. .. Physical , Financial, 
a n d S c i e n t i f i c i " 

"No race in the world is so just as to give others, for the asking, a square 
deal in things Economic, Political, and Social!" 

"POWER is the only argument that satisfies man. -Man is not satisfied or moved 
by prayers or petitions, but every man is moved by that power of authority 
which forces him to do even against his will l M 


"The Negro now stands at the cross roads of human destiny. He is at the place 
whore he must either stem forward, or backward. If ho goes backward he dies; 
if he goes forward it will b-» with the hope of a greater life. Those of us 
who have developed our minds scientifically arc compelled, by duty, to step 
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First sisters * .. .it s the K.K.K. I , now wo mu; deal with the 
other birth control devices created by Europeans! Everyone knows i; 
ropean seeks to control the Non-white population Worldwide , because 
V7K know they are the real minority in this world! Wo must nc-t allow 
Sterilize Afrikan woman ! Let US be the ones to decide how nanv kid 
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For the Ch inese in America its u< HjA_ 

For the Italians i n Amer i ca its I taly 
For the Chi canos in America its Hex>co_ 

For the Irish jh Amer ica it s I re la mp 

For the Polish in Am erica nrs Polan d 

For the J e v> s in America its Isra el 

And for Flacks in America its '.Lbf-.O L.-. i ■ 


Up, | HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY BLACKS INTHISCOUN.RT oi-t-h . 
TO BE POWERLESS AND AT THE BOTTOM OF EVERYTHIN,: 

K™ s F"to"»«"Sk"'"»Av Sf «?'“ ' ms 
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OF THEIR HISTORY/ CULTURE Afu) T R AU 1 1 1 0,-. o Wi.iL. 
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If” NOT- THEN TRY IT - YOU JU ST' MIGHT LIKE IT ! 
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"THE BLACKMANS HISTORY MUST BE INTERPRETED CORRECTLY... 

TO REVEAL OUR RI' THREAD OF RESISTANCE AND INSP Ta E US iO FIGHr. 

Br ° Lh Arthis 1 issue's cover illustrates, We have a responsibility to continue at the work 
of freedom started by our people coming before us! There is a thread ever present 
lives that connects us with our past... and that is our history! The spirits of Malcolm X, 
Kwamc Nkrumah , & Marcus Garvey and many others, live on to guide and inspire us ONLY be 
cause our past has been documented, and is available for us to study. Therefore, though 
they may be gone from us PHYSICALLY, thru studying and interpreting our history, we can 

learn from any mistakes they themselves may have made. 

Black History week, (or month) a week long observance during the 2nd week m lebiu- 
ary, is an incubator for that thread that connects us with our past: Originally named 
Negro history week, this five day observance was the brainchild of one of our most scholar 
ly ancestors... Carter G. Woodson, who saw the terrible distortions of the American, (really 
European) history being taught in the school systems in this country and the affect this 
history was haveing on our people. .. particularly our youth. 

The Blackman had almost been wiped from the pages of history by the Eurpean scholars, 
with the exception of portrayals of us that showed us as savages in our homeland or happy 
sub-human beasts of burden, shackled in slavery in this country. And after being taught 
"garbage" like this from our early age to near maturity, it wasn't surprising to find many 
of our people filled with a sense of worthlessness, and helplessness! Everything was in- 
tentionally interpreted very NEGATIVELY, inorder to sap our will to resist this whiteboys 
oppression! 

Brother Woodson, a historian himself, understanding the Europeans cruel game, set up 
Negro history week and later a journal dedicated to the study of our people's history... so 
» hat WE coule document and define our own movement revealing our positive accomplishments 
to world history and inspire us to fight and resist oppression. Traditionally the emphasr 
of Blade history week has been on several of our famous ancestors horn in america such as 
George Warning ton Carver, Booker T. Washington, and recently Martin Luther King Jr. Ter- 
hops as a star '. , this was a good idea... but there is much more to our people's History 
than a few famous personalities born in america. By simply studying a few widely known 


K-2. 
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Black men &. women born In the -n fines of this country, we sir t~change ourselves and 
cut ourselves off from a rich historical heritage that goes back thousands arid thousanc 
of years ago] As brother Stokely Carmichael has stated, "There is really no ^ac.h thin^ 
as Afro-american history. There is only Afrikan history A European history .. .and this 
segment of our history spent in this country is but a tiny tiny drop in the bucket com 

pared to the whole of our people's history!" 

So in essence brothers A sisters, Black history week should more appiopiately be 
named AFRIKAN history week, (or month) and studied as ONE history... in it s entirety. 

'pj-jgre is much that we need to know about ourselves and our traditional way of li 
is much we need to know about the great Afrikan empires and the societies tnat produced 
them. There is much we need to know about the many courageous Afrikan men and women wno 
resisted the Eurpean. . . whether on the continent of Afrika, in Haiti, South America, or in 
this country. We must see the connections between the Haitian Revolution of 1804 and the 
Revolution in Guinea-Bissau in 1973. . .between Patrice Lumumbah in the Kongo and Malcolm X 
in amer ica. .. between racial oppresicn in Johannesburg soutnAfnka, and Birmingham Alabama. 
Our struggle must be seen correctly as ONE struggle! We have a rich legacy of resistance 
to this beast that we are fighting, and this legacy must .be held intact for our unborn, 
children to be guided and inspired by! 

It is up to us as intelligent adults to let our children know of the complete history 
of their people, for without a total view we will always think of ourselves as Blackameri 
cans" something apart from our many brothers and sisters around the world. This view will 
leave us always nearsighted ... a people without glasses ... unable to see past the nori^on of 
our people's recent history in this country ... unaware that beyond that horizon lies a 
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Wo must understand our history and interpret it correctly! Asante. 
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HAY YOU H/fAE 


Hyasha . Kanara 


i hear the muffled cry cf the children 
as they awaken to a new momma S 

only to find the cloud?:, of oppression 
filled with the rains of terror 
their tiny hearts are 'pure 

but they are saddened _ „ 

"my papa dead and mama works the field for a dollar a day 

"my brother likes dope he stale all our money now there will be 
and winter coats" 

"the portugese burned our house down" 

"they nap tinned me, my eyes. , .my eyes are gone forever never age 
my b e a u t i f u 3. A f r i k a " 

"i am thirteen years old, they said an abo?:tion was tne^thing , 
did. * . now i can never bare a child tOMEfklNO vvENT wrong" 

the children 
our children 

the scattered of Afrika \ 

no fantasy land can you run to 

no gingerbread houses and candy coated streets 

no peppermint lighted sugarcane cities wits cor ton candy s i . e s 
none for you 

the builders of the pyramids . 

none for you 

the masters of science, math & medicine 

none for you ■ . 

the d 5 spossessed/Vretched of the earth 

only the ghetto 

may you have 

only torn dreams and dead heroes 
may you have 

only third class worldwide citizenship 
may you have 
may you have 
may you have 

may you have the sight to see that your children must not sum- 
have suffered 

may you teach thorn 
HUILD A NATION 

protection from inhumanity n f. man 

that they must die if necessary to keep Afrika *s scattered. «• .<•*: 
undivi dable 

hi cuds go away 
ains of terror ao way . 
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'i* WISDOM OF OUR ANCESTOR* 5 , , or _ 

Mar . 'i R. Del any in 18 5 b 


•Tverv pponlf should be the originators of their own designs, the 
of their own scheme,, and creators of the events that lead to thexr dee 
tiny... the consumatdLon of their desires. 

-we by no means care to cherish the privilege of voting somebody into office, 
to help to make laws to degrade us! 

■'The colored races are highly susceptible of religion; it is a 

principle of their nature, and an esceg.cn. tj ; al " ,P tonnent' tMt -nan must 
unfortunatelv for them, they carry it too far: .. -pe argument t a. ^ 

PRAY for what he receives, is a mistake, ana one tnat ,s ooing the colored 
people especially , incalculable injury . 

•‘Our cause is a just one; our race is to _ be redeemed ! Ir is a 
qlorius work ... and we are the inscrumenvciliuj.es a\ ^ni.h i- ■ . 

But we must go from among our oppressors, it never can be cone b\ ~tcy 

among them!" 

"The claims of no people, according to established policy md usaqe, are_ re- 
spected by any nation, until they are presented in a N/uIObAL capacity. 

"With our people in this country, DPESS and GOOD APPEARANCES have been made 
tho only test of gentleman and ladyship. . .This , if we ever expect to . , 

must bfdiscbaedVor, a*ong us, and a high and respectable position assumec. 

"Our elevation must be the result of self efforts and work of our own hands. ^ 

"No n»oole are ever elevated above the condition of their females; hence, the 
condition of "the MOTHER determines the condition of the CHILD. Tojcnowthe 
position of a people, it is only necessary to know the conaitxon o. their 

females!" 

"The elevation of the colored man can only be CObPLKTED by the elevation of 
the pure descendants of AF-RIKA!" 

"Let our young women have an education. be t their minds be well informed, 
our females must be qualified, because they are to be the mothers of our 
children. As mothers are the first nurses and instructors of children f rom 
them children consequently get their first impressions, which being always 
the most lastina, should be the most correct. Raise the mothers above tne 
level of degradation , and the offspring is elevated with them. 

"The whiteman redoroi nates over i e ' lorccl. This is a living undeniable ^ 
truth , to which we call the attention of the col ore a reader m pamcuidr. 


*Note to the reader: 
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.CAPTIVE IN AMERICA, MUST PRACTICE CORRECT VALUES, 
T RDER TO LIBERATE OUREELVF ' " 


First & Foremost, T want to say that you NEED to seriously read this ar- 
ticle! Why? Simply because it deals with YOU, an Afrikan living in a European 
society that is constantly injecting your mind with EUROPEAN Values ... that tend 
to d divide you from your people and make you hate yourself! This is whht I want 
to deal with VALUES... so RELAX, open up your mind, and analyze for yourself. 

VALUES my brothers & sisters, are the "Established Ideals in Life". This 
is straight out of Webster, but vjhethcr we' like it or not, it does have some 
' credibility as a definition. Our brother, Maulana Ron Karenga, (who is more 
credible) informs us that, "The essential character of a culture is determined 
by it's values, for culture is simply that, a system of Values, reflecting wavs 
of doing and looking at thinas on seven levels." In other words, a Value sys- 
tem is How you live 6 to what end. VALUES are very important, because they can 
unify a people and make them predictable in their behavior! 

So now that we have SOME understanding of what VALUES are, it is time to 
briefly look at the Value System that has been imposed upon Afrikans captive in 
the United States, and outline a more correct value system that is l.In harmony 
with our traditional Afrikan way of life, (culture) and 2. that will unify our 
people. We can say generally that Europeans have infected many of our people 
with the ideals, (Values) of "Individualism, or getting ahead at the expense of 
others", and of "Materialism, or acquiring money k status by any means neces- 
sary". The "white on white in white Cadillacs", and the many upper class atti- 
tudes are a clear example of these values! These two values have been the 


cause of much of the division and chaos amongst our people. Because we have 
been imbued with these backward values, we are constantly at each others throat, 
and can’t unify ourselves. Some of the other backward & abnormal values hat 


t; e European generates with his way of life are HOMOSEXUALITY , RACIAL SUPERI- 
ORITY, EXPLOITATION, f, VIOLENCE. Their way of life, or Culture is full of 


these things, all of which unfortunately have been picked up by many Afrikans 
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(Over) 
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in this country. Thb fact ^hat many of our people IL 5 packed up these abnor- 
mal, alien, & anti-nature ideals, makes us unpredictable AS A PEOPLE in our 

behavior, thus making unity amongst us seem impossible. • * 

As Afrikans. we must Re-Orientate our Value System so that we will not be 
come Europeans in Black Skins, and loose our Afrikan Personality! In order to 
maintaingour personality or image, we must come to understand, appreciate ... and 
PRACTICE aour OWN way of life! We must understand & practice those traditional 
VALUES given forth to mankind by our mother ... AFRIKA! They have been codified 
into 7 principles known as the Nguzu Saba, which YOU should digest and practice, 


saorjder to keep your sanity here in America. They are: 

1. UNITY, or UNO JA (ooh-mo- jah) as we prefer to call.it, tells us that 
we as individuals Afrikans should 1st WANT it, and then strive to 
brincr about Harmony in our families, communities, nation & race. 

2. SELF-DETERMINATION, or KUJICHAGULIA (koo-jee~cha-goo~lea) as we pre- 
fer to call it, tells us that we as individual Afrikans should 1st 

' WANT it, and then strive to define ourselves & speak for ourselves, 

& not be defined & spoken for by other races! 

3. PURPOSE, or NIA (Nee -ah) as we prefer to call it, tells us that we . 
as individual Afrikans should 1st want it, and then make as our main 
purpose for livings the restoring of our people to their traditional 
: greatness! ... 

A . CREATIVITY , or KUUMBA (koo-oom-bah) as we prefer to call it, tells 
us that we as individual Afrikans should 1st WANT it, and then become 
. creative enough to build in our community, and leave it more beautiful 
& "together" then when You & I inherited it! 

5. COLLECTIVE WORK & RESPONSIBILITY, or UJIMA (ooh- jee-mah) as we prefer 
to call it, tells us that we as individual 7\frikans should 1st V7ANT 
it, and then become true brothers & sisters by making each others 
problems OUR problems , so that no single brother or sister will be 
catching all of the hell! 


6 # CO-OPERATIVE ECONOMICS & FAN 

prefer to call it, tells us 
WANT it, and then begin to s 
& exist as one big family! 


TLYHOOD , or U JAM A A (ooh- jah-mah) 
that we as individual Afrikans 
hare any fruits of curlabor ana 


as we 
hould 1st 
cc -opera te 


7. FAITH, or IM.ANI (ce-mah-nee) as we prefer to call it, tells us that 
we as individual Afrikans should 1st WANT it, and then begin to she w 
love & cornern for. our people from our children on up thru our parents, 
teachers, leaders , elders ... right on to our ancestors, giving us the 
internal strength to sustain us in our righteous cause! 

Finally my brothers & sister, I have just: TOUCHED on a subject that is 
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MUCH more involved than « \s, merely to give you SO T "' understanding of what 

VALUES are and their importance. Eh at YOU should now do, particularly if you 
agree v;ith the above, is to internalize these -7 principles and show them in 
YOUR behavior! You should also do some research on your own. A good place 
to start is with the teachings of Brother Karonga. For mv brothers ft sisters 
born outside of America, (particularly back home in Afrika) I want to point 
out that hooefullv YOU have not been infected v;ith the Europeans Value sys- 
tem TO THE EXTENT that your brothers ft sisters captive in other parts of the 
v;orld have. YOU must insure that while you are in this country, that you 
don ’ t ... cause it is very easy to fall victim to their value system! It is a 
fact that the cultural differences that have developed between Afrikans born 
in /vfrika, & Afrikans born outside of Afrika, are a direct result of the VALUE 
SYSTEMS, so atloast trv to understand this! Afrikans on both sides of the 
Atlantic ocean must begin to reject the Europeans barbaric, destructive values 
and internalize and PRACTICE the rich values that our great ancestors .left us! 
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BROTH 2 c SISTH^S: 

Just like a FLY in a SPIDER! VE 3, Afrikan people in this country are trapped by the Europeans or 
this country! And' just like the SPJiKd feeds on the FLY, Europeans, (white people) feed on us, 
Afrikan people! Worldwide, this is the .'.are situation! Europeans drain us of our labor power 
& resources at hose in Afrika! The Error .an is only 10s of the World, or a dime out of a dolls: 
worth of people! Afrikan people arc well over l f>, and con crush these "spaders" if we are a 
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‘63 WE AS A PEOPLE MUST SUPPORT OUR STRUGGLE! 

In this article I will examine the need to support our struggle. Within our communities 
there are some rather killing diseases ... and they are. rupturing the minds of our youth! The 
names of these diseases are, Complacency, apathy, and self-hatred! The danger with these so- 
cial diseases is' that they permeate our communities in geometric progression, moving from the 
elders to the very young. Today in many areas of the Black community, atrocious things are 
going on before our very eyes. Our youth are killing themselves, raping their sisters, and 
disrespecting our elders!, and what does the community do? No more than express alarm at the 
"rising crime rate" in our communities, and hide behind the illusionary status that their jobs 
big cars and sharp clothes give them. And when some aware brothers and sisters form and or- 
ganization, (instrument for change) to help solve the many bad problems ... and come to these 
same people for physical and/or financial support they often get responses like, "What yall 
gonna do with the money?" (or) "How do I know my money is going for the cause?", etc. etc. 

Why we never trust each other completely baffles me! Knowing that there are sjoec wrong- 
doing black people, I can understand some of the concern ... but even brothers & sisters with 
proven track records and credibility are responded to in this manner. Equally bewildering is 
the fact that we find It difficult to support our own institutions! It has not yet dawned on 
our people that inorder to be able to mould our children in the proper way, we have to build 
our own Institutions and run them without help from the European oppressor! Ac long as we de- 
pend on the whitehoy for financial help, we are going to remain an oppressed, exploited people! 
There are committed brothers & listers in Chicago, (and thru-out the world) trying to do some 
worth-while kazi , but not receiving any kind of support. We must sustain our ideals with the 
voltage of Positive action! Positive action on this level means financial support for our or- 
ganizations and Institutions. Last year The Black X-Press almost went out of business because 
our people would rather read? racist publications like the sun-times & tribune than broaden 
their Black perspectives with an Info-p :per designed for them! 

Finally, T will emphasize here that we are not free men & women... and must not delude cur- 
selves into thinking that we are! Inis is not to say that we cannot attain freedom, which only 

points to the need for Institutions. Europeans are only one tenth of the world peoples, and ye 


(Over) 



64 


they dominate the other nine nths of the world! They have ’ tome powerful thru institu- 
tional strength! Their dominance does not arise from intelligence. . .but because 
of GREED, & EXPLOITATION ; and this has motivated them 'to become highly organized as a race, a 
to form oppressive institutions. An Institution is an Idea with the ph>aical faciliti 
impiement the idea on an on-going basis. We are in a battle for our survival, and inoder to 
win this battle, we have to use the same weapons that our enemies are using, only not based 
on the same inhumane values. The European, (thru there powerful institutions) has pitched 
many of us into negating ourselves, and doubting our capabilities. I haven t the slig 
doubt of our capabilities... but where I do have doubts is in the area of Sslf-love. We do not 
love our people enough, because if we did, we would do more to save our people. United we can 
move mountain??, and elevate ourselves above these wretched conditions. The choice is YOURS. 

I make this appeal to YOU... to sacrifice YOUR labor to help our people. They need your help 
morally' and financially, so begin to donate YOUR time and/or financial resources to the varioc 
Afrikan organizations and Institutions functioning for our liberation! Asante. 
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RUWA CHJ.RI ... IN PERSPECTIVE 


Mybrothers & sisters, 

I want to state very honestly that I find it difficult to write this article. As you 
may know by now, our brother Ruwa Chiri was assassinated in New York City on Feb. 5, 1974, 
by very obvious murderers and for very obvious reasons... He was fighting for the World-wide 
liberation of Afrikan people from the European’s domination.’ I had the opportunity of work- 
ing very closely with brother Ruwa at one time, (roughly 2 years) and we shared many of the 
same insights, & disagreed on some points... but being his junior, it was I who was the stu- 
dent. And as is the case with all of us who knew him, we all learned a great deal thru HIM, 
about the Afrikan world in general and Pan-Af rikanism in particular.' So with this article I 
don’t want to just duplicate the many positive things written & said about our brother in 
recent weeks after his death. I want to put him in proper perspective by contrasting him, (as 
I often Hid in his blushed presence) with 3 other Afrikan warriors, all of whom affected his 

Identity, purpose and direction in this world. .. Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, Omowale, (Malcolm X) 
and Stokely Carmichael. 

Ruwa, line Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, was born at home on the Afrikan countrynent and later 
came to america to study. He was bom in Zimbabwe which is. in southern Afrika, and like his 
idol Nkrumah, did not let the. Halls of Academia, (he attended MacMurray College & Roosevelt 
University) take priority over the liberation of Afrika & her subjugated people! Ruwa con- 
stantly warned us against what he called, "Student Mentality". He also, (being an ardent stu- 
dent of Nkrumah) saw past the liberation of just Zimbabwe alone, to the total liberation and 
unification of the entire countrynent as was evidenced in his many lectures, and writings! 

Re all know that Osagyefo was a man of action... and no onccan disagree that our fallen 
brother Ruwa also put his theories into action with Revolutionary consistency. He told me 
constantly that, "We don't need any more intellectuals .. .we need intellectual activists!" he 
V,=ia an intellectual activist, (as Nkrumah) and a true Revolutionary. Osagyefo said, "Afr - 
must Unite!", (which Ruwa began institutionalizing via a Pan-Af rikan magazine) and our fa! Ion 
warrior, (just 30 years old!!) said constantly, "Before Afrika can Unite, AFRilKANS must unite, 
ine important point in this contrast with Osagyefo, (The Redeemer) is that Ruwa WAS Nkrumah 
IDEOLOGICALLY! 

(over) j 



57 Ruwa, like Omowale, (Malcolm X) is a shining prince! , especially to oar brothers born in 

Afrika & studying in america. He is a brother who at one tiuv- dealt into the party life. He 
very honestly admitted that he used to frequent the lounge/euphoria scene, altho not near the 
extent that Omowale did. Omowale rose above that non-productive, escapist way of lire and be- 
came Un-compr imis ing about the liberation of Afrikan people! Ruwa did the same thing. Ruwa 
always said, "I am committed to telling the truth Politically, Economically, & Socially. 

And for taking this "hard stand", (a term he always used) he was often disliked and feared by 
not only our brothers born back home who are also in this country, (he rejected the notions of 
non-struggle that many of them offered) but by many Afrikans born right here in america, who 
didn’t want to deal with what he, (and Omowale before him) was saying! 

Like Omowale he was known on the other side of the atlantic ocean by just about every 
Afrikan Revolutionary. Omowale met and interacted with Osagyefo, Seku Ture, Nyerere, and many 
freedom fighters of FRELIMO, PAIGC, etc. Brother Ruwa met and interacted with CArmichael, 
Karenga, Queen Mother Moore, Baraka, and many Afrikan organizations from the Pan Afrikan Con- 
gress USA in Detroit, Freedom Inc. in Ohio, Malcolm X Unity House in California, to The Black 
Body in Chicago, etc. Omowale briefly left the place of his birth, (america) went to Afrika, 
and organized the 1st chapter of the O.A.A.U., (as a vehicle to bring Afrikans born in america 
together with Afrikans born at home) while in similar fashion brother Ruwa briefly left the 
place of his birth, (Afrika) went to america, and organized the 1st chapter of the U.F'.O.M.I. 
(United Afrikans for One Motherland, International) for similiar purposes of bringing ALL 
Afrikans together to do lcazi! Malcolm X also lived thru Ruwa, but I guess this was better 


perceived by our brothers born in Afrika living in this country. The important point in this 
contrast is that Ruwa WAS Omowale ORGANIZATIONALLY! 

Ruwa, like Stokely Carmichael was very outspoken about Pan-Af rikanism! They both expousec 
the teachings of not only Kvame Nkrumah, but of Bly.den, Chilembwe, Odinga, Garvey, Lumumba, 
Padmore, Ture, Malcolm, etc.,, all of whom worked for the objective of Pan-Af rikanism. . .wherevet 
we may be! Ruwa & Stokely displayed a strong sense of history and Ideology, and lie, like Kdugi 
Stokely, being relatively young ... inspired Afrikan youth from every part of the Afrikan world 
to Study, internalize Afrikan .Ideology ... and ORGANIZE our people! 

I remember telling Ruwa bn k in 1972 that: he and Stokely , cut of any other Black activists 

this planet, had given me Ideological and Organizational clarity. Both of these brothers 

L- lo 



represent a MATURE Pan-Af rikanisra. . . that unites Black people into an. organized effort REGARD- 
LESS of whether they were born back home in Afrika, in Australia in South America, in The 
West Indies, or in North america!’. So then, brother Stokely also lived thru Ruwa, and they 
both knew each other and worked in unison on several occasions. I want to stress that 

I 

WAS Stokely INSPIRATIONALLY.' 

So in con clusionnbr others and sisters, I want to clarify things by saying that Ruwa was 
1st of all himself... a brother who overturned himself from a colonized existence to a disci 
plined, principled freedom fighter for Afrikan people! Ruwa often said that, "Ideology is 
nothing but history", and what I have attempted to do was put into english the objective fact 
that Ideology harmonizes our thoughts and actions therefore making it possible for Mart’ 

Xaney & Booker T. Washington to be heard thru Marcus Garvey... for Malcolm to be heard thru 
Stokely ... for Garvey to be heard thru Kwame Nkrumah, and for Nkrumah, Malcolm & Stokely to 

i 

be heard thru brother Ruwa. And thru the many young brothers & sisters that our brother 
taught... you will definitely hear Ruwa Chiri! 

"what race is our enemy? who perfected slavery ... took our minds and made us be. .. ’Negroes" 
without a history: always talkin brotherhood. . .but have^never done us anygood . . . NJW . we 

have you understood. .. cause RUWA CHIRI was kindlin wood. 

l\ ! As ante. 
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Here' are the facts. Did 
you know that while -you 
are out there being su- 
perfly, wearing those 
platform shoes, you are 
ruining your vital org- 
ans? It’s obvious that 
you don’t understand 
that those clumsy shoes 
are unbalancing your 
center of gravity and 
throwing your weight 
forward causing a posi- 
tion awkward to the body 
and its organs. These 
organs (kidney, spleen, 
liver, gallbladder and 
lower small of the verte- 
bra) are not accoustomed 
to this constant pressure 
What can happen to you as 
a result of wearing these 
shoes will be revealed 
later in life by serious 
problems. Besides feet 
troubles, they can cause 
female troubles; liver 
ailments, backaches, gall 
bladder disorders and 


mal^ 
Why 


unctio 


the 


othe^ 

body. Why cause yours el: 
to pay these unnecessary 
dues by trying to be sty 
stylish? You’re only help 
ing one person get over 
and that’s the white boy 
who is manufacturing this 
ridiculous merchandise. 
His only desire is to get 
rich from your naivete. 
The white bov isn’t inter 
ested in your being arour 
but we are. Come on back 
down to earth so we can 
be here together using 
our energies for somethin 
more worthwhile than be in 
” Fly” # 




• a • . : -.fore the European sent his armies 

to J frika to enslave our people, he first sent Christian 
missionaries to "convert" u.3 from our "heathen ways e 
Once many of us were filled with the "love your enemy" 
"turn the other cheek" philosophy taught "by the mission- 
aries, the conquering army's 300 was made much easic^. « in 
studying our history we must oe aware 01 how Christianity 
has been used against us so that in the future we can 
either make it work for us or find something else that 
speak 3 to our needs as a people • L-°l 



As of March 1974 there are approximately 400 so-called public 
schools within the Afrikan community in Chicago with the maj- 
ority attending these institutions being brothers and sisters. 
Out of these 400 public schools no Black people play any vital 
role in educating our own. There are some of us in positions 
such as teacher, principal, counselor, etc. but the actual 


- education oi learning matter that they have recieved has not 
‘‘..given them an Afrikan perception. 

Let s look at what education is and what it is supposed to do. 
Education means the learned practical application of knowledge 
secured through training, experience or learning. This educati- 
on is to be used to better the conditions of your people. For 
example, there are many Arab students attending college or 
trade school so they might acquire a skill and use it for the 
betterment of their people (the majority return to their homelanc 
-to their communities in America and share their skills with 
their people). This stands true for any group whether Jews, 
Chinese, or european. These people have created schools in 
America so that they can teach their own. No Black people 
attend these schools because the education 6ur children' and 
adults would recieve does not speak to our needs (we're Af rikans , 
rot Jews or Chinese). We must begin to teach our own and we 
miot bring our skills back to our brothers and sisters who need 
a v i aquixe them. To do these f things we need institutions 
that respect us and educate us. There now exists the Shule Ya 
Watoto (school for children) and New Concept school which are 
working to educate our people, but many more are needed and these 

should be supported. This is our task and we must meet it. 
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"FIVE ON THE BLACK HAND SID 


p ff 


First we were SHAFTED, then we were COFFY-TISED, BLACULA-RIZED, 

MACKED and SUPERFLY-ED. Now these same CAPITALISTIC white folks 
are telling us that we're gonna be "glorified", "unified" and 
filled with "pride". In order to do this, as they've done in the 
past, they have concieved a new type of "Black" movie called 
"Five on the Black Hand Side" . 

"Five on the Black Hand Side" is a Black comedy with a few 
nationalistic overtones. The plot is centered around the Brooks, 
a Black family of five. There is a stubborn and uncompromisng 
father, a kind-hearted and rather submissive mother, two sons, (the 
eldest has adopted an Afrikan name and a white girlfriend while 
the youngest is a college student who believes in putting thoughts 
into action) and they have a daughter who plans to be married in a 
traditional Afrikan wedding ceremony. Chaos breaks out in the midst 
of the wedding plans as the story unfolds. 

There are two very positive scenes that should be stressed. One is the 
scene in which the daughter's fiance intercedes in a family feud and 
explains how important the family is and why it is so important that 
they stick together and be in harmony with one another. He remr ns t 
them of what our brother Malcolm said and what he meant when he told 
us that we must "Go into the closet and quarrel, to settle our differences 
there. So that when we come out we will be able to present a strong 
Black united front." 
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The other scene that should be stressed is the wedding. A procession 
of brothers and sisters come in chanting an Afrrkan song in a native 
tongue, followed by the warrior and the queen, a brother then speaks 
some words' of wisdom and knowledge, the couple exchange vows and rings, 
and then a libation is poured. After that each member of the family 
takes a drink from the Unity cup, followed by drumming (by two 
brothers from the Ashanti tribe) and communal dancing. Other than 
these twomscenes the movie is more or less comical. 

Any Black woman , child, or man who goes to see this film and doesn t 
already know the "glory" in his Blackness; is not about the 
business of achieving liberation and unity for his people, or does 
not already have pride in the color of his skin, nationality, and 
race, is going to be very very disappointed when the movie 

doesn't ,v give it to him". t • ■- r . 



!_•' ! t 



74 


BROTHERS AND SISTERS: How many times have we read of 
or of our people getting "o*fed" over some petty 
armament (last summer a broth .* in Harlem was actually 
killed over a niece of chicken) and passed it off 
with a shrug? In the last few months many of our 
Airikan youth- have been ’’taking up n where their 
elders have left off murdering and maiming their own 
young brothers and sisters* It is up i^o us as adults 
to set positive examples for our youth to emulate 
because they do observe us and emulate our actions* 

If we kill olT~ each other (as the European wants us 
to do anyway) our youth will do the same! 
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T . Necessity of Control: 

Publishing to Distribution 

• ' 75 

A SHORT PROPOSAL POR 

alack distributors 

IDPOI.OGICALLY AND POLITICALLY WERE TRYING TO 
break our total dependence upon European and Euro-American 
publishers and distributors. To publish our own books and to dis- 
seminate them in our own communities is one road toward self 
determination and seif- definition. It has become increasingly clear 
that if a book written by a black affronts the particular sensibilities 
of European or Euro-American publishers and distributers, one of 
several actions will be taken against that book: 1) the book will 
not be published; 2) the book will be published with a limited 
budget which results in the book being printed in limited quanties 
with few, if any, funds available for advertising — this in effect 
kills the bc>ok; if the book is published in this manner, there will 
be a deliberate attempt on the part of the distributor to systematical- 
ly overlook the black bookstores and outlets. But the fact is that if 
the book is published, no matter that it isn't pushed, the publisher . 
uses its publication to ward off any criticism of racism or disregard 
for the black public and writer. This brings us to the political 
reality of publishing and distribution. We now understand that 
everything that involves human participation in this country is' 
political from My Fair Lady to Sweet Swectback's Baadasssss Song ; 
to the air we breathe to the dangerous food we eat. The name of the 
game is control and if we do not control our product from manu- 
script to book to readers we are, in the final analysis, just talking 
to the wind. 

There are many reasons we must begin to tighten up our dis- ' 
tribution, other than the most obvious. Publishing is meaningless if 
one's books are not distributed. By dealing. with white distributors 
we, in effect, legitimize their presence in our communities and re- 
linquish control, over our books once they leave our warehouses. 
(In Chicago no black distributors distribute the Irish newspaper or 
books in Irish communities.) Also, the distributor makes the final 
decision as to who will receive or not receive certain materials (it 
is no accident tliat we scii) have to go to the major white bookstores 
for many of the new black bocks that sre published by European 
houses.) Can you imagine the white boy showing a willingness to 
distribute something like Roberc Williams’ Negroes with Guns? 
Only if there exists pervasive ignorance on their part! Another 
point to be considered is that all the contact and business that the 
white distributors negotiate in the black community only strength- 
ens their economic position in our communities and the world. We 
inadvertently aid them in their growth and development at the ex- 
pense of our own. lor the most patt the major distributors (Levy 
in Chicago, for example) contiol the magazine ard !-"• k racks of 
all the major out lets in our community ( they would me! >de book- 
stores, drug stores, grocery stems, etc..,. So we get in cur community 
that which they fed belongs there, e.g., Naiiotud Lnc/ttirer, Inside 
News, True Romance, The National Insider, True Confession, Sex- 
ology and on and on, which reflect not only what they think about 
$ morally and intc .actually as 2 people, but that width they feci 
v/e should feed out min Is on; their 5 
dromes should not lie the direction 
member if you cor 
billboards, ?A hour AM 
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people recapture the inunb of bk*< ! pcoi $?.> r/izr -y*' nh: 

the business of autonomy and self sufficiency.' L is no i-s'-ct, urnt 
mafia is- behind most of the major distributing companies and th 
power of their inline: is major. You may or may not rem ernc-ei 

when the New York * imes decided to distribute its own paper 
in New York City and were stopped fiat by the mafia-con trod t-d 
distributors. All the distributors did was put a proposition to the 
various’ news stands and drug scores and subway stands that they 
couldn’t refuse,” which was if you sell the New York limes, they 
would stop distributing everything else. This would leave the re- 
tailers with just the New York limes to sell and build their busi- 
ness on. The New York Times finally admitted that to set up their 
own distribution was fantasy and bad advice from the editorial 
room. It scorns as though the same minds who were writing edi- 
torials were continuing in their consistency of functioning on 
misinformation and arrogance, thinking that the influence of the 
New York Times actually extended to the streets and that the 
people would come to their aid. This did not happen, and the 
mafa is again distributing-the New York Times. However, wc 
recognize that the legality' of the mafia and the First National 
Bank in cur community are both illegal and that their thrust is 
based upon the manipulation ci people and the raw use of power 
whether it comes in the guise of bombed out stores, wrecked 
trucks, burned news stands of city summons, eviction notices, 
plumbing/lighting/building violations. Out enemy is the same, 
is one — Europeans and European-Americans. And; this must be 
understood completely so that when we do business with them 
v/e realize that ultimately their interests are not our interests. 

It is obvious that mass distribution is the major necessity in 
the success of a book other than the quality of the book itself. 
The mass sale of books for the black publishing houses should not 
just be 2 business, but should operate in as business-like way as 
possible: economically, efficiently, with a high degree of concern 
for the people who are trying to reach and influence. The mass sale 
and availability of books are important elements in the education 
of a people, When the advent of the paperback, books at a moderate 
cost became available ro a greater number of persons. In facVtNc 
paperback book industry has been called a revolution in ‘itself.. ;r 
is not unusual today for houses such as Bantam to issue a firtt 
of one million copies or more. There is not only a ncea for. n'.tm 
distribution of such books but a desire which will steadily increase 
with availability and low cost of books. 

What I propose for black publishers is that each publisher- 
push and solicit sales for all the members of the Combined Black 
Publishers. By using the lisrs of all the members of Combined 
Black Publishers, wc could give the salesman a superb listing and 
wide variety to ‘offer to retailers. (Between Broadside Press, Drum 
and Spear Press, Third World Press and jihad Productions there 
are about one hundred and sixty titles with such diverse authors 
as C. L. R. James, Gwendolyn Brooks, Imamu Amiri Banka, 
Marc ret Walker, St. Clair Drake, Norman Jordan, Hoyt W. Fuller, 
Kcorapctse Kgositsiie, Sam Gtecnicc, Ahmed AJhamisi, Marj-vrec 
Danner, Sonia Sanchez, Sterling Piumpp, I lie Honorable Se.cou 
Tourc, and on and on. Tins listing includes not only books, out 
records, tapes, pamphlets, porters and broadsides.) For example. 
Third World Press would train a salesman in the Chicago anu 
mid-western region. His responsibility v/cuid be that of selii.v.r 
not only Third World Press’ books, out those of all the publkkms 
belonging to Combined Black Publishers. Norm By, if wc v/c - N 


crime and violence syn- 
within our communities. Re- 
tro!. the nape (ABC, CBS, NBC, Time, IJje, 
and PM radio, etc.), you control the mind. 
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' w hirr wholesaler or distributor, they we demand r.nyv/^J 

item 50 re 60 percent off th- top and we sua wouldn't have 
puararu.ee that our books woold be distributed m the Ulntfc com- , 
muni tv. Our salesman would develop a man to manager contact 
and give us the person-to-person influence that is fcudly needed 
mong black publishers. Rather chan give the white boy >Q/o to 
60% off the top, we'll give our salesman the standard 40 /o ro work 
with the retailers* He would cake ordrrs lot. ail the Comosned 
Black Publishers and write them up and r;nd them touche respective 
publishers and bill for' himself a 10% commission on tae mt P* ice 
for each ride sold. The respective publishers would fill die oraew, ~ 

.and bill the retailers from their houses. Broadside. Press, and lntrd 
World Press would distribute in tire ’mid-western te^iou, Drum 
and Spear in the Washington, DC area, jihad in the New l ork- 
■ gjjew Jersey area, end so on. As we add new members and new, 
-M&rlccs. wa ll psow in those respective exes*. . 

m nmxvo of my plan would be to Socle <"t! su re all' 

^ities in each region. For instance when, a publisher o* t— 

' tod b-b rublbtcrs published a book they vrould automttredy 
ser. ’. copies to ^ch region. Of course when we go « 
i necessitate acquiring storage space equipment ^ ■ 

(mainly .rucks) and organiaen^o^ w^odd . o U « 
coned about pubBc relattons and a “‘ ' , .„ 

title Tlris operation is much more mtuciu. a - , 

coinr » compere rad hold, our own. Phase w> would e* 
fofrnw' distribution which necessitate*^** pubUshing. And, the 
S^-rTcm ld mess prior with the right type of tonnutron. 
r^ioldd. il effect, bring-down the unit cost ofp^c- . 
inn for each book, raid vrould save money ail tat way 
fcLoa would aid in completing rdvertismg anu cre»m «* 
Ir^inr Market research would determine what black p-op *e want 
end* bed.) And, of course, the best advertisement to., 
is for it to be seen cvcrypUce-oco-vitorcs, druj, 
shops beauty shops, bus stops, bus station* carports, scowl boof 
. tret rid Bbmto tbU is a major operation that requ,^ma£ 
financing and advance planning, im: ‘S-w-iat ^cre .or. 
ward Our salesman would be not c tuf »c-tng J 

- salesman 

. direction and his motivation sheutd not be oaseu My on profit 
end money. And I submit that k mo'.cy *s the «**£ ' jn 
business, we’re fighting a tang ““ “ ^ «' a ^ 

'. , ,*» «“» communities to bring, 

. level ch-nnel profits w» cam l*c!. m o ?;* 0 f life 

I ' ‘ better an mom r-orluc : , « ^ ££ „ 

Mr out people. Aitf.r a*i. mo v i ui ^ ^ _/. .. >( ,, nroCC ^ 

- • " o ««nous and sincere desire to l. iCi.iV. t . 

OI fl vUiuu. - J ,*,; vr > conmemion. is ail 

-*• we learned what capitalism *nu 

' ■ about. We teamed that ,o * » ** 

ho*5t hi°h vour motives axe, u,- — ci t**- \ 

It, .t *» -t « S“I‘Lt,".rf 

*"■* 

rr ihcr is money anu bell i>o * *; u* 


'v,vs is not cto posit!--'. Our F t'~ivicra is one <v StH»«ric^ 
hifirv. We now hot that we're not compacts;- w* top** 
c and Docblcdny, but with forces more po-oerfui wiu r.n- 
Broiled resources and the only way we can survive use pwe <« ■- 
*->tul!y Used in the community we're trying to rcacn so <nat 
know cod <*» know 'that our ultimate struggle , is one sno the s,mu 
and that our race to life is pattWIy decermtnee upon our drwo.. 
lion of death. 
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„ YOUTHS SOLE 1» WOK** UM “ TOT 


M i™~ to*. «»>“* - "" — * 1 “’' C ' 

lUW .. . Loose, for «* ««»•• * « 

. . 0 reatlv concerned with the 

revolutionaries must be gieatiy , . ... 

u v rf ' 0 -,hiD. We must first begin with 
development of youth Its. • . s \ 

-Lvior Lh« .!<!« -*-«* <y “ W 

U.o.LMUtl.. U.aU.0 «t» coch otto. to — th» 

» «* «*« - «* *" E " £ ““ y ' ” ■• 
tk « -.even polos, ol to-1. X 0. polos, o„S she ne.o 

pot „pl„,U on youth, S. h« 8 lo SO .tool* She. ,so» * 

th« .SPueVe lot »slo»l liberation Shsou 6 h Sh, Oeve o P . - 

involve them directly m the 
of concrete programs that invoke 

c_ 

struggle- ' t0 be „ ir to reach out 

We start first with recruitment wo be„ 

and talk to youth and influence them around programs that 

will attract their attention and hold their interest.. 

Soul Sessions, revolutionary plays, dancing, etc. «8 

. i cWo-i directly, in t h e Nev/Ark Congress 
that can involve them dire y 

1 ,. r - Hre ve have a Super Simba n a rialaika 
of Afrikan People csdte ve nave . 

. '' , M rin that is functioning daily. We try to 

Uachanga program tnat 

unify their consciousness around the ideology of 

icH to bocin to teach them the ideology 
revolutionary Kawaida to g 

in cu.ses and by ending in ideological discussions to 
raUc ShP level Of pollsleel shoujhs, She «» »», « 
ral ,„ the level of consciousness of the olde. 

, . M"‘rHcc the values 

eo they can begin to internalize and pr^-ti - 

at an early age. 
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so,™ of tt. and «»» '« “ «*'•*"* «T 

program are: t 

! Uniform - consists of Black pants -and green sweatshirts « 

CAP insignia on- it, "CAP Yagenji Nchi" (CAP builds nation) 
and black snookers, IMAMU button and talasimu. A unified group 
points toward a unified consciousness. 

2. Tambura - -Af rikan drill is a very important aspect of the program 
because it instills a discipline in them to concentrate and focus : , 

* u* v, ti'Miiir* hr- the Pfline time a combination oi 
their attention which .would to an cne 

. . , \ nhvsical (exercising of tambura 

mental ( nuotunj: out 1 eud )» V- -. 

movements) 

3. Kuj itegemea project* - (self-reliance) economic development is a 
■ must for any program. They must raise money to support their 

own programs and operations. The money they need must come 
from their own efforts, to create and produce the wealth that 
is needed. Some self-reliance projects wo are involved in arc- 
sweatshirt operation where we produce sweatshirts with different 
Afrikm lenders, images and revolutionary slogans print., cn 
shirts in different colors, that sell to different cadres 
Black organizations, schools and the general public. They also 
sell Unity and Struggle newspapers and get a percentage of the 
money from the papers sold. Also we operate a shoe shine stand, 
whore shoes arc shined for the advocates in the organization. 

And in the surfer, they are out in the street. IMAMU BARAilA 
teaches us art must be collective, committing, and functional, so 
wo have organized a dance troop of Super Simba rtn Mainika 
Wachsngn that can begin to teach Revolutionary art through 

cio l.ng the Zulu dmvee, Bop t donee; tnrnbura, r ‘tc. 
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They have performed at different schools and nubile plates. 

Every year we have an annual Youth Day which is a major fund- 
raiser that' is performed by the Super Simba and Malaika 
Wacherga in the organization. They also work in different 
idara (department s) of the organization under older advocates 
to internalize a* skill at an early age, in public relations 
siasa (politics), habari na utangazcvji (electronic communications) 
usalpmu (security), uchumi (economics) and also participate 
in maior events such as Afrikan Liberation Day, CAP meetings in 
Atlanta, Sort Diego and just recently the National Black Political 
Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas. It is very important that 
they begin to participate in the struggle now so they can have 
the ideological clarity needed to transform the society that we 
are in. 

The last area we point to is the rank structure, in the Super 
Simba rank is a positive thing in the sense that it glve£ them 
something to strive for through showing dedication (to the leader- 
ship, organization and ideology), discipline (to concentrate on one 
aim, one direction) and sacrifice (to give up the 7 sacrifices o l a 
would-be revolutionary), achievement (to achieve what we will, which 
is National Libercation) . • ‘ • 

Rank structure consists of: 

1. Kobe - Beginner in nationalism 

2. Sx.mbn ~ Lion 

3. Mv/a untune. i Change - Young student of Nationalism 
(, [ K1 ongo 7 1 - You n g 3 e a d e r 

S. Che o Change - Young man of ran!; 

If wc have said anything of value or beauty, all praise is due 
to IMAMU BARAKA, the Congress of Afrikan People, Kavaidn and all 


mistakes have been purs. 
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X aas not an 'economist , nor am I a budget analyst. 

I am an accountant by trade and a student of business by training. 
The following torments describe economics fai budgeting 
"pfl t see it.” - • 






Alexander L« Gabbin, CPA 
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ECONOMICS AND BUDGETI NG 


« • Economics is the study of how man produces, distributes and consumes- 

goods and services, Capitalism is one form or system of production, distri- 
bution and consumption. If we. assume that understanding the environment in 
which one must live’ is necessary for survival, then it -tktdaioh'as that those y" 
who dare engage in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and 
services in this country must either understand the capitalistic system or 
risk exclusion/extinction from that system,. Since living is impossible with- 
out consumption, then whether we like capitalism or not, those who live in 
this country receive those things they need through os'* system -&ha-e — ior 'ua-pirtn - 
•Jriafeber. Obviously, the system results in some receiving more than others, /foivets?*.. 
I strongly suspect that those who are least knowledgeable about the function- 
ing of a capitalistic system are those who receive the least or nothing at all. 

It should be noted that criticism of a system* s failure to^satisfy the 
needs of individuals^.or groups is not necessarily synonymous with understanding 
the functioning of ^a&f-systeni. It is the understanding of capitalism, not the 
■^4rtrfrcirSTOS of its failures, which is necessary' for survival and/or success. 

How is capitalism distinguished from other systems? One of the 
distinguishing features about capitalism is that the means of production are 
owned, controlled and operated by private individuals. Other features are 
that the government ha3 a democratic structure and that interference of that 
government in economic activity is supposed to be minimal. By changing the 
form of government, the economic . system ocn also her change^. For example, 
economies in which the means of production are privately ovjned - but the form 
of government is a political dictatorship - are known as fascists. In a com- 
munistic government^ producer * s goods are collectively owned by the pe'ople. ' 

The government, then, is in an overseer rnd/or custodial role. In a social- 
istic system, the means of production are owned and operated collectively, but 
the form of government is a democracy. In conclusion it. is readily apparent 

that both the political for m of government and the ^own ership or the means 
of production^ define, for the most part, the economic system. 


Obviously, the rules of proper behavior differ with each system. In a 
capitalistic economy^ certain are fundamental and. an elaborate net- 

work of rewards and punishment exist to both attract and force individual 
actors into compliance, The tax structure, municipal licensing 

ent , len ng policies of financial ' iutic^s , cr .it terms of the 


:>p J. 2 


l r 1 


- willing!::-. 


to support 


in enii 


! vc 


by i ur 


and /or us log geo. is or . arvices offered - is based on adherence to capitalist^ 
principles. Everyone is taught to suspect production, distribution and con- 
sumption procedures which violate the usual way in which things, are done. 

This suspicion of arrangements which don* t adhere co'sffilictlcQs* Is not all 
negative. Since the marketplace is designed to separate a "fool ’from his 
r... oy, ihw tr r rival o . I;c-d>u3-i:nca-a:pam- 1 


-G dependent upon turmr astuteness 


r ec ogni z i ng con game s . 
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